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Ri 




R. 



wherein: 

Ri is hydrogen, hydroxy, Ci\C8 alkyl, alkoxy, halo, trifluoromethyl, or 
CN; 

R2 is hydrogen ; 

R3, R4, and R5 independently ar A hydrogen, hydroxy, halo, trifluoromethyl, Ci- 
Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, nim*o, CN, or -(O or NH)ni-(CH2)n-R95 where R9 is 
hydrogen, hydroxy, COOH\or NRioRii, 

n is 0-4; 

m is 0 or 1; 

Rio and Rn independently are hydrogeA or Ci-Cs alkyl, or taken together with 
the nitrogen to which they are atrached can complete a 3-10 member 
cyclic ring optionally containing L 2, or 3 additional heteroatoms 
selected from O, S, NH, or N-Ci-d alkyl; 



Z is COOR7, tetrazolyl, CONR^Ry, COT 



^10 



Rn, or CH2OR7; 



R6 and R7 independently are hydrogen, Ci-Cgxalkyl, C2-C8 alkenyl, C2-C8 
alkynyl, (C0)-Ci-C8 alkyl, aryl, heteroiryl, or C3-C10 cycloalkyl 
optionally containing one, two, or three Weroatoms selected from O, S, 
NH, or N alkyl; or R6 and R7 together wim the nitrogen to which they are 
attached complete a 3-10 member cyclic npg optionally containing 1,2, 
or 3 additional heteroatoms selected from Q, S, NH, or N alkyl; and 
wherein any of the foregoing alkyl, alkenyl, aryl, heterocyclic, and 
alkynyl groups can be unsubstituted or substituted by halo, hydroxy, Ci- 
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Ce alkoxy, amino, nitro, c\C4 alkylamino, di(Ci- C4) alkylamino, C3-C6 
cycloalkyl, phenyl, phenoxyjY^s-Cs heteroaryl, or C3- C5 heteroaryloxy; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, efeter, amide, or prodrug thereof. 




(Once Amended) The metHipd of claim 6, wherein the MEK inhibitor is a 
compound of Formula (I) wfterein (a) Ri is hydrogen, methyl, methoxy, fluoro, 
chloro, or bromo; (b) R2 is hjWogen; (c) R3, R4, and R5 independently are 
hydrogen, fluoro, chloro, bromV iodo, methyl, methoxy, or nitro; (d) Rio and Rn 
independently are hydrogen or rAethyl; (e) Z is COORy, tetrazolyl, CONR6R7, 
CONHNRioRih or CH2OR7; R6 ;^d R7 independently are hydrogen, C m alkyl, 
heteroaryl, or C 3-5 cycloalkyl optionally containing one or two heteroatoms 
selected from O, S, or NH; or Re anH R7 together with the nitrogen to which they 
are attached complete a 5-6 member Wclic ring optionally containing 1 or 2 
additional heteroatoms selected from Q, NH or N-alkyl; and wherein any of the 
foregoing alkyl or aryl groups can be unVibstituted or substituted by halo, 
hydroxy, methoxy, ethoxy, or heteroarylo? 




14. (Once Amended) The metho^ of claim 1, comprising a MEK inhibitor having a 
structure selected from: 

2- (2-chloro-4-iodophenylamino)\5-chloro-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4- 
difluorobenzamide; 

2- (4-iodophenylamino)-N- cyclopropylmethoxy-5-chloro-3,4- 
difluorobenzamide; 

2- (4- iodophenylamino)-5-chloro-3,4-^ifluorobenzoic acid; 

2- (2- chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-5-chlq;o-3,4-difluorobenzoic acid; 

5-chloro-3,4-difluoro-2- (4-iodo-2-methyl^enylamino)- benzoic acid; and 

5-chloro-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4- difluor^-2- (4-iodo-2- 
methylphenylamino)-benzamide. 

15. (Once Amended) A method of treating or preveiiting arthritis in a patient in need 
of treatment, or suspected of developing arthritis,\aid method comprising the 
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step of administering an eff^qtive antiarthritic amount of a compound selected 
from: 




2- (2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamlpo)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy- 3,4- 
difluorobenzaniide; 

2- (2-Methyl-4-iodophenylaminD)-N-hydroxy-4-fluorobenzamide; 

2- (2-Methyl-4-iodophenylaminoYN-hydroxy-3,4-difluoro- 5-bromobenzamide; 

2- (2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)^-cyclopropylmethoxy- 3,4-difluoro-5- 
bromobenzamide; 

2- (2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-]Sl\cyclobutylmethoxy- 3,4-difluoro-5- 
bromobenzamide; 

2- (2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-c^clopropylmethoxy- 3 ,4-difluoro-5 - 
bromobenzamide; 

2- (2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-hyiroxy-354-difluoro- 5-bromobenzamide; 

2- (2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cycl^butylmethoxy- 3,4- 
difluorobenzamide; 

2-(2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-hydro?W-4-fluorobenzamide; 

2- (2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-N-hydroxy- 3,4-difluorobenzamide; 

2- (2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopr(^ylmethoxy- 3,4,5- 
trifluorobenzamide; and 

2- (2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy- 4-fluorobenzamide. 



16. (Once Amended) The method of Claim 15 whereii\said compound is selected 
from 



2- (2-chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmeth\)xy- 3,4- 
difluorobenzamide; 

2- (2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-N- cyclopropylmeth6^y-3,4,5- 
trifluorobenzamide; and 

2- (2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy\4-fluorobenzamide. 



Please add following new Claims 17, 18, and 19 as follows: 
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17. 



18. 



19. 



(New) A method of treatingpr preventing arthritis in a patient in need of 
treatment, or suspected of de^teloping arthritis, said method comprising the step 
of administering an effective amtiarthritic amount of 2-(2-Chloro-4- 
iodophenylam.ino)-N-cyclopropyJmethoxy- 3 ,4-difluorob 



Wliz^ui 1 11 V . 



(New) The method of Claim 8, wherein the MEK inhibitor is a compound of 
Formula (I) wherein: Z is COOR7; ^ is H, pentafluorophenyl, or tetrazolyl; and 
R3, R45 and R5 are independently H, fuioro, or chloro. 

(New) The method of Claim 8, wherein \he MEK inhibitor is a compound of 
Formula (I) wherein: Z is COOR7; R7 is pentafluorophenyl, or tetrazolyl; and 
R3, R4, and R5 independently are fluoro. 
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